
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAND PRESERVATION  

Shirley Heinze Land Trust has been preserving land and waters in northwestern Indiana since 1981. We 

manage more than 4,000 acres that span across Lake, Porter, La Porte, St. Joseph, Starke, and Marshall 

Counties.   

Many of the acres preserved have been permanently acquired for their natural value.  The organization 

also preserves agricultural land and properties that improve water quality, create buffers to natural areas, 

and connect existing natural areas.   

Shirley Heinze Land Trust works to identify and preserve properties that advance strategic priorities on an 

ongoing basis. If a property falls within a priority area, Shirley Heinze Land Trust may conduct landowner 

outreach in a part of its geography and contact a landowner to see if there is an interest in preservation.  

In other instances, a landowner may reach out directly to the land trust to see if there is an interest in 

accepting a donation or purchasing a property.  The staff regularly processes inquiries and provides 

guidance to a landowner who is interested in land preservation.  

The following are ways land can be preserved by Shirley Heinze Land Trust: 

Property Donation 
Donating land directly to Shirley Heinze Land Trust.  Land with high conservation values, or those in 
proximity to existing preserves, are generally given the highest consideration for acquisition and 
protection.   
 
Bargain Sale of Land 
Selling land to Shirley Heinze Land Trust at less than its fair market value. This can make it affordable for 
the organization, make it possible to leverage other funding sources, and it can provide tax benefits for the 
landowner.   
 
Conservation Easement 
Placing a conservation easement on the land between a landowner and Shirley Heinze Land Trust.  This 
permanently protects land while the landowner continues to own it.  
 
Other Ways to Preserve Land 
Leaving land to Shirley Heinze Land Trust through your estate plan, a will, a living trust, or a beneficial 
designation. 
 
Donating land or an easement can result in reduced income tax and estate tax. 
Consult a professional advisor for legal and tax implications.  
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